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JSTOR is a not-for-profit digital 
library of academic journals, 
books, and primary sources.  

Ithaka S+R is a not-for-profit 
research and consulting 
service that helps academic, 
cultural, and publishing 
communities thrive in the 
technological and economics 
context of the 21st Century.  

Portico is a not-for-profit 
preservation service for digital 
publications, including electronic 
journals, books, and historical 
collections.  

ITHAKA is a not-for-profit organization that helps the academic 
community use digital technologies to preserve the scholarly record 

and to advance research and teaching in sustainable ways. 
  



OUR SURVEYS 
PROGRAM 



LOCAL SURVEYS: 
PURPOSE & COVERAGE 

Faculty Members 
»Research practices  
»Research support needs, such as 

scholarly communications and 
data management 

»Instructional practices and  
student learning 

»Collections, formats, and discovery 
»Aligning your library 

Students 
» Higher education objectives 

» Academics and coursework 

» Research practices 

» Teaching practices (grad students) 

» Extra- and co-curriculars (undergrads) 

» Library spaces 

» Aligning your library 

 

To help academic libraries plan for the right strategies and future services in 
support of research, teaching, and students.  



PARTICIPANTS 
Auburn University 
Baylor University 
California Polytechnic State 
University 
Claremont University 
Consortium 
College of William & Mary 
Community College of Rhode 
Island 
DePaul University 
Harvard University  
Indiana University 
John Carroll University 
Lafayette College 
Marquette University  

Mississippi State University 
Montana State University 
Nevada State College 
Providence College 
Roger Williams University 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University 
State University of New York – 
Potsdam 
Swarthmore College 
Texas A&M University 
Tulane University 
University of California – Los 
Angeles 
University of California – Davis 

University of California – San 
Diego 
University of California – 
Santa Cruz 
University of Central Florida 
University of Chicago 
University of Dayton 
University of Florida 
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign 
University of North Carolina – 
Chapel Hill 
University of Texas San 
Antonio 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University 

United States  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other research universities including several other UC’s will enable comparative analysis



PARTICIPANTS 

Canada 
» McMaster University 
» Memorial University of Newfoundland 
» Ryerson University 
» York University 
» University of Alberta 
» University of Guelph 
» Université de Montréal 
» University of New Brunswick 
» University of Ottawa 
» University of Windsor 

 

Australia 
» University of Melbourne 
» University of New South Wales 
» University of Queensland 
» University of Sydney 
» University of Western Australia 

 

 

 

New Zealand 
» Auckland University of Technology 

 

 



LOCAL FACULTY 
SURVEY MODULES 
Participants can run a standard questionnaire, or construct a questionnaire 
from our thematic modules: 

» Discovery 
» Material types 
» Formats 
» Access 

 
» Digital research activities 
» Research topics and practices 
» Data management and preservation 

 
» Research dissemination 
» Scholarly communications services 

 
 

» Student research skills 
» Undergraduate instruction 
» Online learning and MOOCs 
» Graduate instruction 

 
» The role of the library 
» Library market research 
» Space planning 
» Serving clinicians and health scientists 

 



GROUP OF 8  
SURVEY OF ACADEMICS  
2013-2014 



GO8 SURVEY OF 
ACADEMICS MODULES 
Participants can run a standard questionnaire, or construct a questionnaire 
from our thematic modules: 

» Discovery 
» Material types 
» Formats 
» Access 

 
» Digital research activities 
» Research topics and practices 
» Data management and preservation 

 
» Research dissemination 
» Scholarly communications services 

 
 

» Student research skills 
» Undergraduate instruction 
» Online learning and MOOCs 
» Graduate instruction 

 
» The role of the library 
» Library market research 
» Space planning 
» Serving clinicians and health scientists 

 

Note: UNSW elected not to field the Data Preservation and Management module. 



IMPLEMENTATIONS 
Participant 

Number of 
Complete 

Responses 
Incentive Number of 

Reminders Sent Duration Response 
Rate 

UWA 568 Chance to win 1 of 2 iPads 2 30/9/13 – 
14/10/13 31% 

Sydney 815 Chance to win an iPad 2 3/2/14 – 21/2/14 27% 

Melbourne 260 One $1000 prize offered 
to second sample in 2014 2 

31/10/13 – 
22/12/13 and 

9/5/14 – 17/6/14 

Approx. 14 - 
16%* 

UQ 934 One iPad mini and one 
$250 voucher 1 24/3/14 – 

21/4/14 Approx. 6%* 

UNSW 311 None 2 1/12/13 – 
24/1/14 11% 

Total 2,887         

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reflects differences in campuses and their culture, as well as degree of utilization of our implementation guidelines.



METHODOLOGY 
Sample and response 

» Academics invited to take the survey at 
University of Western Australia, 
University of New South Wales, University 
of Melbourne, University of Queensland, 
and University of Sydney 

» Personalized invitations and links sent via 
Ithaka S+R on behalf of each institution 

» Surveys live for two weeks to two months, 
depending on institution 

» 1 or 2 reminders sent before the close of 
the survey 

» 2,887 completed responses received 
(approximately a 12% response rate) 

 

Interpreting results 
1. Comparisons are drawn against responses 

from R1 academics on Ithaka S+R U.S. 
Faculty Survey 2012 and from RLUK 
academics on the Ithaka S+R |Jisc | RLUK 
UK Survey of Academics 2012. 

2. On a 10-point scale, selections of 8,9, and 
10 are considered “strong,” and are  
grouped together in analysis. 

3. On a 6-point scale, selections of 5 and 6 are 
considered strong and are grouped together 
in analysis. 

 

 

Presenter
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KEY FINDINGS 
» The largest shares of respondents cite the library’s role as a purchaser of resources as very important. 

Larger shares of humanists than academics from other disciplines identify each of the library’s functions 
as very important, especially it’s service-oriented roles. 

» Though less than one-fifth of academics surveyed indicate that they think that their students have strong 
research skills, there exists little consensus regarding whose primary responsibility it should be to develop 
these skills. 

» When searching for academic literature, academics favour their library’s website, scholarly databases or 
publicly available search engines over the library building.  

» Respondents report that they value established scholarly dissemination methods, prioritize publishing for 
audiences in their sub-discipline and discipline, and select journals in which to publish based on 
characteristics such as topical coverage, readership, and impact factor. 

» Academics from the social sciences, medical sciences and natural and physical sciences have begun to 
embrace digital research methods while humanists feel that new practices might not be relevant or 
valuable to the types of research that they conduct.  

» Regarding data curation, academics tend to work with research datasets or collections of media on their 
own computers, and think they could best be supported through access to commercial software or 
institutional repositories.  
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Note: Based on self-identified 
departmental affiliations.  

Respondents’ 
Disciplinary  
Groupings 

Humanities

Social Sciences

Medical and
Veterinary Sciences

Natural and
Physical Sciences



‘Does your job focus 
mainly on research, 
teaching, or somewhere 
in between?’ 

 
 

I am mainly a
researcher

I am mainly a
teacher

I am equally a
researcher and a
teacher



THE ROLE OF THE 
LIBRARY 



ROLE OF THE 
LIBRARY 
‘How important is it to you that your university library provides each of the 
functions below?’ 

 1. Buyer- ‘The library pays for resources 
faculty members need, from academic 
journals to books to electronic 
databases’ 

2. Archive- ‘The library serves as a 
repository of resources; in other words, 
it archives, preserves, and keeps track 
of resources’ 

3. Gateway- ‘The library serves as a 
starting point or ‘gateway’ for locating 
information for faculty research’ 

4. Research- ‘The library provides active 
support that helps increase the 
productivity of my research and 
scholarship’ 

5. Teaching- ‘The library supports and 
facilitates faculty teaching activities’ 

6. Student support.- ‘The library helps 
students develop research, critical 
analysis, and information literacy 
skills’ 

Note: For the library’s student support role, respondents were asked to rank the library’s role in supporting undergraduates, postgraduate students, and higher 
degree students separately.  

 



‘How important is it to 
you that your 
university library 
provides each of the 
functions below or 
serves in the capacity 
listed below?’ 
 

Response scale:  
6 point scale, 6 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 
1 = ‘Not at all important’; 
Percent of respondents 
rating each item as 
‘extremely important’ (5-6 
on a 6-point scale) 
 

‘gateway’ role 

‘buyer’ role 

‘archive’ role 

‘teaching’ role 

‘research’ role 

‘information literacy’ role 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The library serves as a starting point or 'gateway' for
locating information for my research

The library pays for resources I need, from academic
journals to books to electronic databases

The library serves as a repository of resources - in other
words, it archives, preserves, and keeps track of

resources

The library supports and facilitates my teaching activities

The library provides active support that helps to increase
the productivity of my research and scholarship

The library helps undergraduates develop research,
critical analysis, and information literacy skills

Australia Go8 participants US (R1) UK (RLUK)
Note: Though Go8 participants were asked to rank the library’s information literacy role for 
undergraduates, post graduates and higher degree students, participants from the US And UK 
were only asked about undergraduates.  



‘How important is it to 
you that your university 
library provides each of 
the functions below or 
serves in the capacity 
listed below?’ 
 

Response scale:  
6 point scale, 6 = ‘Extremely 
important’ and 1 = ‘Not at all 
important’; Percent of 
respondents rating each item 
as ‘extremely important’ (5-6 
on a 6-point scale), by 
discipline 
 

‘gateway’ role 

‘buyer’ role 

‘archive’ role 

‘teaching’ role 

‘research’ role 

‘information literacy’ role 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The library serves as a starting point or 'gateway' for
locating information for my research

The library pays for resources I need, from academic
journals to books to electronic databases

The library serves as a repository of resources - in
other words, it archives, preserves, and keeps track of

resources

The library supports and facilitates my teaching
activities

The library provides active support that helps to
increase the productivity of my research and

scholarship

The library helps undergraduates develop research,
critical analysis, and information literacy skills

The library helps postgraduate  coursework students
develop research, critical analysis, and information

literacy skills

The library helps higher degree students develop
research, critical analysis, and information literacy

skills

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences



‘How dependent would 
you say you are on your 
university library for 
research you conduct?’  
 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely dependent’ and 1 
= ‘Not at all dependent’; 
Percent of respondents rating 
each item as ‘extremely 
dependent’ (8-10 on a 10-
point scale) 
 

UK (aggregate)

US (aggregate)

Australia Go8
participants

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



‘How dependent would 
you say you are on your 
university library for 
research you conduct?’  
 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely dependent’ and 1 
= ‘Not at all dependent’; 
Percent of respondents rating 
each item as ‘extremely 
dependent’ (8-10 on a 10-
point scale), by discipline 
 

Natural and Physical
Sciences

Medical Sciences

Social Sciences

Humanities

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely well’ and 1 = ‘Not 
at all well’; Percent of 
respondents rating each item 
as ‘extremely well’ (8-10 on a 
10-point scale) 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Because scholarly material is available
electronically, colleges and universities should
redirect the money spent on library buildings

and staff to other needs

Because faculty have easy access to academic
content online, the role librarians play at this
institution is becoming much less important

Australia Go8 participants US (R1) UK (RLUK)

‘Please use the 10 to 1 scales 
below to indicate how well 
each statement below 
describes your point of 
view, where a 10 equals 
‘Extremely well’ and a 1 
equals ‘Not at all well’. You 
may pick any number on 
the scale. The higher the 
number, the better you 
think the statement 
describes your point of 
view. The lower the 
number, the less you think 
the statement describes 
your point of view’. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take out?



Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely well’ and 1 = ‘Not 
at all well’; Percent of 
respondents rating each item 
as ‘extremely well’ (8-10 on a 
10-point scale), by discipline 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Because scholarly material is available
electronically, colleges and universities should
redirect the money spent on library buildings

and staff to other needs

Because faculty have easy access to academic
content online, the role librarians play at this
institution is becoming much less important

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

‘Please use the 10 to 1 scales 
below to indicate how well 
each statement below 
describes your point of 
view, where a 10 equals 
‘Extremely well’ and a 1 
equals ‘Not at all well’. You 
may pick any number on 
the scale. The higher the 
number, the better you 
think the statement 
describes your point of 
view. The lower the 
number, the less you think 
the statement describes 
your point of view’. 



STUDENT 
RESEARCH SKILLS 



Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely well’ and 1 = ‘Not 
at all well’; Percent of 
respondents rating each item 
as ‘extremely well’ (8-10 on a 
10-point scale), by discipline 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

My undergraduate students have poor
research, critical analysis, and information

literacy skills

I expect the undergraduate students I teach to
locate and use secondary academic sources--

journals, scholarly monographs--in their
coursework and student research projects
beyond the readings I directly assign them

I expect the undergraduate students I teach to
locate and use primary academic sources-
newspapers, historical documents, data,
images--in their coursework and student
research projects beyond the readings I

directly assign them

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

‘Please use the 10 to 1 scales 
below to indicate how well 
each statement below 
describes your point of 
view, where a 10 equals 
‘Extremely well’ and a 1 
equals ‘Not at all well’. You 
may pick any number on 
the scale. The higher the 
number, the better you 
think the statement 
describes your point of 
view. The lower the 
number, the less you think 
the statement describes 
your point of view’. 



‘Please select the one 
statement from the 
following list that best 
describes your point of 
view’. 

It is principally my responsibility to
develop the research, critical
analysis, and information literacy
skills of my undergraduates

It is principally my academic
library's responsibility to develop
the research, critical analysis, and
information literacy skills of my
undergraduates

It is principally my undergraduate
students' responsibility to develop
the research, critical analysis, and
information literacy skills of my
undergraduates



Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely well’ and 1 = ‘Not 
at all well’; Percent of 
respondents rating each item 
as ‘extremely well’ (8-10 on a 
10-point scale), by discipline 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Librarians at my university library contribute
significantly to my students' learning by

helping them to find, access, and make use of
a range of secondary and primary sources

Librarians at my university library contribute
significantly to my students' learning by

helping them develop their research, critical
analysis, and information literacy skills

Undergraduate students' interaction with
librarians at your university library helps them

to succeed in your courses

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

‘Please use the 10 to 1 scales 
below to indicate how well 
each statement below 
describes your point of 
view, where a 10 equals 
‘Extremely well’ and a 1 
equals ‘Not at all well’. You 
may pick any number on 
the scale. The higher the 
number, the better you 
think the statement 
describes your point of 
view. The lower the 
number, the less you think 
the statement describes 
your point of view’. 



Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely well’ and 1 = ‘Not 
at all well’; Percent of 
respondents rating each item 
as ‘extremely well’ (8-10 on a 
10-point scale), by institution 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Librarians at my university library contribute
significantly to my students' learning by

helping them to find, access, and make use of
a range of secondary and primary sources

Librarians at my university library contribute
significantly to my students' learning by

helping them develop their research, critical
analysis, and information literacy skills

Undergraduate students' interaction with
librarians at your university helps them to

succeed in your courses

Melbourne Queensland Sydney UNSW UWA

‘Please use the 10 to 1 scales 
below to indicate how well 
each statement below 
describes your point of 
view, where a 10 equals 
‘Extremely well’ and a 1 
equals ‘Not at all well’. You 
may pick any number on 
the scale. The higher the 
number, the better you 
think the statement 
describes your point of 
view. The lower the 
number, the less you think 
the statement describes 
your point of view’. 



‘As far as you know, how 
often do students in the 
courses you teach interact 
with librarians at your 
university—often, 
occasionally, rarely, or 
never?’ 
 

Natural and Physical
Sciences

Medical Sciences

Social Sciences

Humanities

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Response scale:  
Often; Occasionally; Rarely; 
Never. Percent of 
respondents indicating ‘often’ 
or ‘occasionally’ for each 
item, by discipline 
 



‘As far as you know, how 
often do students in the 
courses you teach interact 
with librarians at your 
university—often, 
occasionally, rarely, or 
never?’ 
 

UWA

UNSW

Sydney

Queensland

Melbourne

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Response scale:  
Often; Occasionally; Rarely; 
Never. Percent of 
respondents indicating ‘often’ 
or ‘occasionally’ for each 
item, by discipline 
 



DISCOVERY 
 



‘Typically, when you are 
conducting academic 
research, which of these 
starting points do you 
use to begin locating 
information for your 
research?’ 

The library building

A general purpose search engine
on the internet or world wide web

A publicly available scholarly
search engine, e.g. Google
Scholar
Your online library website or
catalogue

A specific electronic research
resource/computer database



‘Typically, when you are 
conducting academic 
research, which of these 
starting points do you 
use to begin locating 
information for your 
research?’ 

Respondents could only 
select on option. 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The library building

A general purpose search engine on the
internet or world wide web

A publicly available scholarly search engine,
e.g. Google Scholar

Your online library website or catalogue

A specific electronic research
resource/computer database

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences



‘You may employ a 
variety of different 
tactics to ‘keep up’ with 
current scholarship in 
your field on a regular 
basis. Please rate how 
important each of the 
following methods is for 
staying current with new 
scholarship in your field’.  

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Following the work of key academics

Regularly skimming new issues of key journals

Regularly skimming the table of contents
alerts of key journals

Reading or skimming book reviews

Reviewing catalogues or announcements from
academic publishers

Setting alerts for specific relevant keywords

Reading materials rated highly by a relevant
repository or scholarly tool

Reading materials suggested by other
academics

Attending conferences or workshops

Following other researchers on blogs or social
media

Australia Go8 participants Us (R1) UK (RLUK)

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely dependent’ and 1 
= ‘Not at all dependent’; 
Percent of respondents rating 
each item as ‘extremely 
dependent’ (8-10 on a 10-
point scale) 



‘You may employ a 
variety of different 
tactics to ‘keep up’ with 
current scholarship in 
your field on a regular 
basis. Please rate how 
important each of the 
following methods is for 
staying current with new 
scholarship in your field’.  

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Following the work of key academics

Regularly skimming new issues of key journals

Regularly skimming the table of contents
alerts of key journals

Reading or skimming book reviews

Reviewing catalogues or announcements from
academic publishers

Setting alerts for specific relevant keywords

Reading materials rated highly by a relevant
repository or scholarly tool

Reading mateirals suggested by other
academics

Attending conferences or workshops

Following other researchers on blogs or social
media

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely dependent’ and 1 
= ‘Not at all dependent’; 
Percent of respondents rating 
each item as ‘extremely 
dependent’ (8-10 on a 10-
point scale), by discipline 
 



RESEARCH 
PRACTICES 



‘How important to your 
research are each of the 
following types of 
primary source 
collections?’ 
 
Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale), by 
discipline 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Physical collections of primary
source materials held at my own

university library, museum, visual
resources collection, or archives

Physical collections of primary
source materials held at another

institution's library, museum, visual
resources collection, or archives

Digitised or born digital versions of
primary source materials

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences



‘Scholars draw on a 
variety of different types 
of scholarly materials in 
their research. How 
important to your 
research is each of the 
following types of 
materials?’  
 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale), by 
discipline 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Peer reviewed journals and journal articles

Electronic versions of scholarly monographs

Pre-print versions of articles that will be released in
a peer reviewed journal

Scholarly monographs or edited volumes, published
by an academic publisher

Published conference proceedings

Non-peer reviewed "gray literature," such as reports
published by governement agencies or NGOs

Reference works such as bibliographies, indices, or
research handbooks

Films, images, or other non-textual media

Magazines and trade journals that are not peer
reviewed

Trade books that do not specifically target an
academic audience

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences



‘How important to your 
research is each of the 
following digital 
research activities and 
methodologies today?’ 
 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale), by 
discipline 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Analysis of quantitative data that you
generate in the course of your

research

Using models or simulations

Writing software or code

Analysis of pre-existing quantitative
data that you do not generate in the

course of your research

GIS/mapping of data

Computational analysis of text (text
mining)

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences



‘Please use the 10 to 1 
scales below to indicate 
how well each statement 
below describes your 
point of view, where a 10 
equals ‘Extremely well’ 
and a 1 equals ‘Not at all 
well.’ You may pick any 
number on the scale. The 
higher the number, the 
better you think the 
statement describes your 
point of view. The lower 
the number, the less you 
think the statement 
describes your point of 
view’. 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I would like to more deeply integrate digital research
activities and methodologies into my work, but I am
unable to devote enough time to do so effectively

I would like to more deeply integrate digital research
activities and methodologies into my work, but I do

not have the sufficient technical skills to do so
effectively

I would like to more deeply integrate digital research
activities and methodologies into my work, but I am
not sure of how these activities and methodologies

can support my research goals

Tenure and promotion decisions or other research
assessment exercises would not recognise my work

in integrating digital research activities and
methodologies into my work

The time it would take to integrate digital research
activities and methodologies into my work would not

be worth it

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = ‘Extremely 
well’ and 1 = ‘Not at all well’; 
Percent of respondents rating 
each item as ‘extremely well’ (8-
10 on a 10-point scale), by 
discipline 
 



0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I am very interested in integrating
digital research activities and
methodologies such as those

described above more deeply into
my work

I make use of digital research
activities and methodologies such

as those described above in my
work, but am not interested in

integrating them more deeply into
my work

I am not interested in integrating
digital research activities and
methodologies such as those

described above more deeply into
my work

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

“Please select the statement 
below that best describes 
your point of view:”  
 
Note: Forced choice 

Interest in integrating 
digital research activities 
and methodologies 



RESEARCH 
DISSEMINATION 
AND PUBLISHING 



‘How important is it to 
you that your research 
reaches each of the 
following possible 
audiences?’  
 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale) 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Academics in my specific subdiscipline or field
of research

Academics in my discipline but outside of my
specific subdiscipline or field of research

Academics outside my discipline

Undergraduate students

Professionals outside of academia in areas
related to my research interests

The general public beyond the scholarly and
associated professional community.

Australia Go8 participants US (R1) UK (RLUK)



‘How important is it to 
you that your research 
reaches each of the 
following possible 
audiences?’  
 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale), by 
discipline 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Academics in my specific subdiscipline or field
of research

Academics in my discipline but outside of my
specific subdiscipline or field of research

Academics outside my discipline

Undergraduate students

Professionals outside of academia in areas
related to my research interests

The general public beyond the scholarly and
associated professional community.

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences
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‘You may have the 
opportunity to share the 
findings of your 
scholarly research in a 
variety of different 
formats. Please use the 
scales below to indicate 
how often you have 
shared the findings of 
your academic research 
in each of the following 
ways in the past five 
years’. 
 
Response scale:  
Often; Occasionally; Rarely; 
Never. Percent of 
respondents indicating ‘often’ 
or ‘occasionally’ for each 
item, by discipline 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Peer reviewed journals

Published conference proceedings

Scholarly monographs or edited volumes
published by an academic publisher

Digital publications other than the types of
publication options listed above, including
publications that are not primarily textual

Blogs or social media

Magazines and trade journals that are not
peer reviewed

Trade books that do not specifically target an
academic audience

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences



‘When it comes to 
influencing your 
decisions about journals 
in which to publish an 
article of yours, how 
important to you is each 
of the following 
characteristics of an 
academic journal?’ 
 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale) 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The journal has a high impact factor or an excellent
academic reputation

The journal's area of coverage is very close to my
immediate area of research

The current issues of the journal are circulated widely,
and are well read by academics in my field

The journal permits academics to publish articles for
free, without paying page or article charges

If accepted, the journal will publish my article quickly,
with relatively little delay

The journal is highly selective; only a small percentage
of submitted articles are published

The journal is accessible to readers not only in
developed nations, but also in developing nations

Measures have been taken to ensure the protection
and safeguarding of the journal's content for the…

The journal makes its articles freely available on the
internet, so there is no cost to purchase or read

Australia Go8 participants US (R1) UK (RLUK)



‘Does your university 
library, scholarly 
society, university press, 
or another service 
provider assist you with 
any of the following 
aspects of the publication 
process?’ 
 

Percent of respondents 
indicating ‘yes’ to each item 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Helping me understand and negotiate
favourable publication contracts

Helping me determine where to publish
a given work to maximise its impact

Helping me to assess the impact of my
work following its publication

Managing a public webpage for me that
lists links to my recent academic

outputs, provides information on my
areas of research and teaching, and
provides contact information for me

Making a version of my research outputs
freely available online in addition to the

formally published version

Australia Go8 participants US (R1) UK (RLUK)



‘Does your university 
library, scholarly 
society, university press, 
or another service 
provider assist you with 
any of the following 
aspects of the publication 
process?’ 
 

Percent of respondents 
indicating ‘yes’ to each item, 
by institution 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Helping me understand and
negotiate favourable publication

contracts

Helping me determine where to
publish a given work to maximise its

impact

Helping me to assess the impact of
my work following its publication

Managing a public webpage for me
that lists links to my recent academic
outputs, provides information on my
areas of research and teaching, and
provides contact information for me

Making a version of my research
outputs freely available online in

addition to the formally published
version

Melbourne Queensland Sydney UNSW UWA



‘How valuable do you 
find support from your 
university library, 
scholarly society, 
university press, or 
another service provider 
for each of the following 
aspects of the publication 
process, or how valuable 
would you find it if this 
support was offered to 
you?’  
 
Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely valuable’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all valuable’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely valuable’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale) 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Helping me understand and negotiate
favorable publication contracts

Helping me determine where to publish a
given work to maximise its impact

Helping me to assess the impact of my work
following its publication

Managing a public webpage for me that lists
links to my recent academic outputs, provides

information on my areas of research and
teaching, and provides contact information for

me

Making a version of my research outputs
freely available online in addition to the

formally published version

Australian Go8 participants US (R1) UK (RLUK)



‘In addition to publishing 
your scholarship in a 
traditional journal or 
monograph, you may also 
have the ability to make a 
final or pre-print version of 
the article or monograph text 
available through a variety of 
other channels. Use the scales 
below to rate from 10 to 1 how 
important it is to you that 
your scholarship is available 
through each of the following 
channels’.  
 
Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale) 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

My personal webpage or blog

A repository provided by my university, its
library, or my university system

A cross-institutional repository focused on
my discipline or field of study

Australian Go8 participants US (R1) US (RLUK)



DATA 
MANAGEMENT 



0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

In the course of  your research,
you may build up collections of

scientific, qualitative,
quantitative, or primary source

research data. Do you
accumulate any of these types of

data in your research?

In the course of  your research,
you may build up collections of

images or media, either by
personally digitising these

materials or by downloading
these materials from other

sources. Do you accumulate
these types of research data?

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

Data collection and 
accumulation. 

Response scale:  
‘Yes’ and ‘No’. Percent 
responding ‘yes’, by discipline 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly half of humanists are uninterested.



0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Data/media that I collect/compile
myself

Data/media collected/compiled by
other researchers in my field at my

university

Data/media collected/compiled by
other researchers in my field at

other institutions

Data/media that I access through
my university library's subscription

to an online repository

Data/media that are freely available
online

Data/media collected/compiled by
other researchers outside my field

Data or datasets Sets of digital images or media

‘How important to your 
research are the 
following types of data?’ 
and ‘How important to 
your research are the 
following types of digital 
or media collections?’  

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = 
‘Extremely important’ and 1 = 
‘Not at all important’; Percent 
of respondents rating each 
item as ‘extremely important’ 
(8-10 on a 10-point scale) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly half of humanists are uninterested.



0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

When I am in the process of collecting
data for my research, I often organise or
manage these data on my own computer

or computers

When I am in the process of collecting
data for my research, I often organise or
manage these data on a cloud storage

service (such as Google Drive,…

I find it difficult to organise or manage my
data or datasets

My college or university library manages
or organises my data or datasets on my

behalf

In the course of my research, I often work
with my data or datasets on a non-

networked device

In the course of my research, I often work
with my data or datasets on a wireless

mobile device

Data or datasets Sets of digital images or media

‘Please use the 10 to 1 
scales below to indicate 
how well each statement 
below describes your 
point of view, where a 10 
equals ‘Extremely well’ 
and a 1 equals ‘Not at all 
well’. You may pick any 
number on the scale. The 
higher the number, the 
better you think the 
statement describes your 
point of view. The lower 
the number, the less you 
think the statement 
describes your point of 
view.’ 

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = ‘Extremely 
well’ and 1 = ‘Not at all well’; 
Percent of respondents rating 
each item as ‘extremely well’ (8-
10 on a 10-point scale) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly half of humanists are uninterested.



0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

My university library

My university IT department

An AV or media support department at
my institution

A disciplinary or departmental
repository at my institution

A disciplinary repository at another
institution

A publisher or university press

Data or datasets Sets of digital images or media

‘Please use the scale 
below to rate from 10 to 
1 how valuable you 
would find each of the 
following sources of 
support for managing or 
preserving research data 
or how valuable you do 
find each of the following 
sources of support for 
managing or preserving 
data, where 10 equals 
‘Extremely valuable’ and 
1 equals ‘Not at all 
valuable’.  

Response scale:  
10 point scale, 10 = ‘Extremely 
valuable’ and 1 = ‘Not at all 
valuable’; Percent of 
respondents rating each item as 
‘extremely valuable’ (8-10 on a 
10-point scale) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly half of humanists are uninterested.



‘If these collections or 
sets of research data are 
preserved following the 
conclusion of the 
projects, what methods 
are used to preserve 
them? Please select each 
method by which the are 
preserved or indicate 
that they are not 
preserved’. 
 
Percent of respondents 
selecting each item. 
 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I preserve these materials myself, using
commercially or freely available software or

services

I preserve these materials myself in a
repository made available by my institution or

another type of online repository

My campus or university library preserves
these materials on my behalf

A publisher preserves these materials on my
behalf alongside the final research output

These materials are not generally not
preserved following the conclusion of a

project

Humanities Social Sciences Medical Sciences Natural and Physical Sciences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RLUK data on this?



CONTACT US 

Local surveys and workshops: 
www.sr.ithaka.org/local-surveys  
 
Reports and issue briefs: 
www.sr.ithaka.org 
  

Roger C. Schonfeld   
rcs@ithaka.org   
@rschon 

ITHAKA S+R 
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